
Summer Assignment for 

Advanced Placement 2D Studio Art: Photography 

 

Summer assignments help alleviate the pressure during the school year of producing the many quality 

pieces needed for a successful portfolio. There are 3 assignment categories: Observational Studies, AP 

Portfolio, and Sketchbook Assignments. Observe, experiment, explore, and be zany creative! Please 

contact me this summer with any questions.  

Assignment Title: AP Art Summer Portfolio 

Date Due: 2nd Class Meeting 

Resources Needed: Camera (DSLR preferred), Sketchbook, Flash drive (to save 

work) 

Contact: Mrs. Greenwood lgreenwood@aledoisd.org 

Helpful Hints: 

1. Use standard sizes. Stay within the 8x10 size, so that these pieces could be used for the quality 

section of your portfolio. Use the highest resolution possible on your camera. 

2. Use a sketchbook to plan your artwork. Make several thumbnail sketches, jot down notes, glue 

in reference images, and do color studies when needed. The best sketchbook is the black 

hardbound 8.5 x 11 basic Canson book with acid free paper, which can be purchased from 

Barnes and Noble as well as art stores. If your sketchbook is still in the classroom, come by the 

front office this summer and they will let you get it.  

3. Do not sign your name to the front of your work or place any identifying marks on the front as 

per AP Guidelines. Be sure to write your name on the back.  

4. Visit the AP Central website to see sample portfolios and to become familiar with requirements.  

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-studio-art-2-d-design/portfolio  

5. Look at fine art! Visit the local art centers, galleries, art museums, and art festivals. Take your 

sketch book with you, render the work as well as write your response to it. It is a good thing to 

jot down your thinking process in your sketch book as well as draw in it.  

6. Read About Art! Read art magazines, such as The Artist’s Magazine and International Artists. 

You will find these in local libraries or at Barnes and Nobel. Study the images you see.  

7. Search the Internet for artists dealing with the same interests as you. Study their work, life 

history, and influences.  

8. Take a camera with you as much as possible. You never know when a great opportunity for 

interesting subject matter or lighting will appear.  

9. Spend time experimenting in Photoshop. There is always something new and interesting to 

learn.  

 

mailto:lgreenwood@aledoisd.org
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-studio-art-2-d-design/portfolio


Part 1                         

Complete at least TWO of the following observational studies. For each study, you should be taking at 

least 25 photos to choose from, if not more. Remember that moving slightly can totally change a photo. 

Think about composition, background, elements and principles, lighting, and camera settings, etc.  

1. A self-portrait that expresses a specific mood. Think about the effects of color and how it 

conveys the individual mood. You may use any style i.e. abstract or narrative. Research online to 

study various artists’ self-portraits and their styles and techniques. Check out Cindy Sherman, 

and Vivian Maier, etc.  

2. Still Life that consists of 3 or more reflective objects. Set up the objects on a table covered with 

cloth and place a lamp nearby to create dramatic lighting. Your goal is to create interesting shots 

of reflective objects.  

3. A photographic series of an unusual interiors, for example, looking inside of a closet, cabinet, 

refrigerator, inside a car, under the car’s hood, etc. Think about how to take interesting, fine art 

photos of something so ordinary. 

4. A photo of your family member’s shoes. You should include at least three shoes, go for 

interesting shapes, design, texture, color. Place them in different positions.  

5. A close up of a bicycle or tricycle from an unusual angle or close up.  

6. Buildings in a landscape: Do a photo shoot on location. Look for a building or spot in your 

neighborhood that is part of you community’s identity. Ideas: fire station, restaurant, park, your 

place of work or church.  

7. Consider going downtown Fort Worth to observe and shoot from an urban perspective, finding 

stairwells, graffiti, empty buildings etc. Please don’t go alone and be careful! 

8. Create a self-portrait using your reflection in an unusual surface other than a mirror. This could 

be a metal toaster or blender, computer, body of water, sunglasses reflection etc.  

9. Action portrait: Have a friend or family member pose for you doing some sort of movement. 

Capture the entire sequence of their action in one piece of artwork. How will you portray 

movement in your work? Think about slowing your shutter speed. See Giacomo Balla or F.T. 

Marinetti to see an art study in movement.   

10. Café photos (or any local hangout): go to a place where you can capture the essence by 

photographing the people and things you see.  

 

Part 2 

Choose 5 or more of following topics and take 30 minute photo shoot per assignment. This portion of 

your summer homework will help you develop the 12 Breadth photos and 12 Series needed for you AP 

portfolio. Use you sketchbook notes to help clarify your interests, ideas, and style. If you come up with 

your own unique idea you may substitute it for one of the below ideas! 

Pile of Pillows, Fabric with Pattern, Man vs. Nature, Close-up of an Object Making it Abstract, 

Transformation,  Negative Space Only,  Insects, Nonobjective, Contradiction, Outside vs. Inside,  Plugged 

In, Unplugged, Extreme Light Source,  Refuge, Social Statement, View from a Car Mirror, What’s For 

Dinner, Laundry Day, Glass Bottles, Yourself in 15 Years, Opposites, Anatomy, The Senses, Metallic 

Objects, Repeating Shapes, Same Scene Different times of the Day, Silhouette, Present Social Issue, 

Simplicity, use Framing in Photos, Color Scheme or Monochromatic, Night Photography, Industry,  



Part 3 

Journal/Sketchbook - Use your Journal/sketchbook as suggested in this information. Keep it with you 

and make it beautiful as well as useful. Having your ideas in one place with notes of camera settings, 

composition, etc. will help you develop as an artist. Also, please have 20 pages minimum completed 

when you return to school.  

 

 

 

 


